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88 VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW 

Accidental Means, Second Edition, by Martin P. Cornelius, revised by 
Murphy O. Tate. ( New York : C. C. Hine's Sons Company, 1920, 
p. 142.) 

One seeking a reference book on the subject of accidental insurance, which 
this slim volume does not purport to be, will find it of little value. Written, 
as the author explains, to be used by him as a working brief in his own prac- 
tice, the first edition was confined to the construction and interpretation of 
the insuring clause, and exceptions to this clause, such as those dealing with 
voluntary exposure, intoxication, violation of the law, etc., were excluded. 
The second edition follows the original structure with the addition of numer- 
ous recent decisions. 

The subject is divided into five chapters : namely, Origin and Evolution 
of the Insuring Clause, Classification and Discussion of Authorities on Acci- 
dental Means, Miscellaneous, Presumption and Sole Cause of Death. It is 
further subdivided into twenty-five propositions dealing with the application 
of various groups of facts to the several general insuring clauses. The con- 
clusion stated in each proposition is sustained by ample authority, much of 
which is in the form of syllabi, and is followed by citation and criticism of 
cases contra. The discussion of adverse authority is full and thorough. The 
facts of each case and the insuring clause are given, and in many instances 
by a careful analysis and criticism of the primary authority the case is dis- 
tinguished from the proposition stated. The methods of attack on adverse 
authority are essentially those employed in brief or argument. In fact, the 
entire book bears witness to a nice restriction to the author's avowed design 
— to produce a working tool. 

The limited scope of the book is its most obvious point of criticism. But 
to the practitioner confronted with a question involving the construction of 
the insuring clause, it will save much tedious research and sifting of author- 
ity, and prove a valuable aid. 

A. Hardin Harris. 



